251.   LETTER TO K. P. KESAVA MENON

ANDHERI,
April 1 [1924\

MY DEAR KESHAV MENON,

Messrs Shivram Iyer and Vancheswara Iyer have come here
in connection with your satyagraha1. They tell me that the roads
in dispute are private property belonging to the temple to which
they lead and that it is in exclusive possession of Brahmin trustees
who, these gentlemen claim, have perfect right to regulate entry.
I then asked them if these roads were private property, exclusively
belonging to the Brahmins, whether any non-Brahmins had the
use of them, and they admitted that they had. I then told them
that, so long as a single non-Brahmin was allowed the use of
the roads, the so-called untouchables and unapproachables must
have the same right as other non-Brahmins. They agree, but
they say that it will take some time before they can bring round
to their view of thinking the trustees and other Brahmins who are
interested in temple and roads.

I understand, too, that Malaviyaji is going to the South in two
months' time. If the trustees of the temple agree, in the event of
any dispute between you as representing untouchables and unap-
proachables and themselves, to refer all such disputes to the sole
arbitration of Malaviyaji, his award to be delivered within a fixed
time, I would advise you to suspend satyagraha, publicly an-
nouncing the cause of suspension, namely, its reference to arbitration.

Naturally, this advice is tendered in the belief that the main
facts stated by the Iyer brothers are correct. They tell me that
they are as anxious as we are to carry out this reform in its
thoroughness and, if they are sincere in their professions, we should
reciprocate and accommodate them in so far as it is consistent
with our principles.

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From a microfilm of a newspaper cutting : S.N. 10273; also The Hindu,
4-3-1924

1 Vykoin Satyagraha for access to temple and public roads to Harijans;
r "Letter to K. P. Kesava Menon", 19-3-1924.